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Godfrey Townsend
Godfrey Townsend is an accomplished, New York City musician
who has worked with some of Classic Rock’s
biggest names over the years. In the past decade alone,
he has worked with such major artists as:
John Entwistle, bass guitarist of The Who…
Jack Bruce, bassist/vocalist of Cream…
Dave Mason, guitarist/vocalist of Traffic…
Alan Parsons, producer/engineer/recording artist…
Godfrey’s vast musical knowledge and repertoire in the
“Classic Rock” genre as well as his talents as a guitarist, vocalist,
keyboardist and musical director have kept him in demand. He has
assembled a talented and versatile group of musicians, each with
their own unique forte.
All the band members are accomplished vocalists
as well as being multi-instrumentalists. The band is available in
any configuration, such as a duo, trio, etc., and can also perform
“Unplugged”, (with acoustic instruments) for smaller events and
“lighter” tastes.
Depending on the budget of any particular event,
the band can supply one or more “headliners” to incorporate into
their show. This optional feature depends on the headliner’s
availability and would necessitate contractual agreement with the
headliner’s management.
Negotiations on such matters as contracts, fees, deposits,
riders, production & lights, travel and hotels
may differ for each situation.

John Entwistle, bass guitarist of The Who…
After jamming with John Entwistle to a packed house at
NYC’s China Club in 1994, Godfrey was asked to head-up the
Who bassist’s solo touring band. From January, 1996 up until
John’s untimely passing in the summer of 2002, Godfrey pulled
“double duty” on a half dozen tours of the United States and
Canada as lead guitarist & lead vocalist for the band. There are
several “live” CDs, an “In Concert” DVD, and a studio album of
The John Entwistle Band that are commercially available,
prominently featuring Godfrey’s vocals and guitar playing.

John Entwistle and Godfrey perform in Saratoga, California with
“A Walk Down Abbey Road” at the Montalvo Winery, in 2001.

For more info, go to www.johnentwistle.com

Jack Bruce bass guitarist/vocalist of Cream…
After working with Jack Bruce as musical director and
guitarist/vocalist on the Beatles tribute tour, “A Walk Down Abbey
Road” in the Summer of 2002, the famous Cream bassist asked
Godfrey, along with drummer Steve Murphy to perform with him
at BB King’s NYC for “The Cream of Jack Bruce”, performing
many of the hits from the super group “Cream”, with special guest
keyboardist, Bernie Worell, of Parliament and Funkadelic.
Godfrey has also recorded with Jack Bruce and appears on his
recent CD release “More Jack Than God”, the title actually being
a reference to Godfrey!

Jack Bruce and Godfrey at Westbury, Long Island
during 2002’s “A Walk Down Abbey Road” tour.

In 2005, Jack Bruce, Ginger Baker, and Eric Clapton
reformed Cream after more than 30 years and played
4 sold out nights at London’s Royal Albert Hall
and 3 sold out nights at Madison Square Garden.
For more info, go to www.jackbruce.com

Dave Mason, guitarist/vocalist of Traffic…
After jamming with Dave, in the living room of the
home of his record company president, in March of 2003, Mason
asked Godfrey to join his band for some East Coast dates. Some of
his biggest hits are, “Feelin’ Alright”, “Only You Know And I
Know”, and “We Just Disagree”. The live shows that followed
featured dueling guitar solos between Dave and Godfrey, as they
performed together at BB King’s NYC, The Downtown in
Farmingdale, Long Island, and for a special benefit at the Regent
Hotel in NYC for the Boomer Esiason Foundation fighting Cystic
Fibrosis. Coincidentally, six months before these shows, Godfrey
had opened up for Dave Mason at The Downtown with his own
“Clapton is God-frey” band.

Dave Mason and Godfrey trade guitar licks at
BB King’s Blues Club in New York City on March 6th, 2003.

For more info, go to: www.thedavemason.com

Alan Parsons producer/engineer/recording artist…
The Alan Parsons Project had a huge string of hits
in the 70’s and 80’s, with songs like, “Eye In The Sky”,
“Games People Play”, “I Wouldn’t Want To Be Like You”
and “Time”. Parsons is also well-known for having worked with
The Beatles, and for engineering Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side Of The
Moon” album at “Abbey Road” studios in London.
Godfrey met up with Parsons on 2001’s “A Walk Down
Abbey Road” tour. For 2002’s follow-up tour, Godfrey brought
in drummer Steve Murphy . Parsons was so impressed with their
talent that he asked them to put a touring band together for him.
The result was The Alan Parsons “Live” Project. Since the
beginning of 2003, they have toured extensively in Europe,
Mexico, and South and Central America . Some of the band’s high
points have been performing at The Kremlin in Russia and a DVD
shoot of the band performing in Madrid to over 12,000 people.

For more info, go to www.alanparsonsmusic.com

Godfrey Townsend…has been guitarist/vocalist and musical
director for 3 years with 21st Century Artist’s production,
“A Walk Down Abbey Road”, a tribute to The Beatles which,
in 2001, featured Alan Parsons, Todd Rundgren, John Entwistle,
Ann Wilson of “Heart”, and David Pack of “Ambrosia”.
…In 2002, the lineup changed, with Mark Farner of “Grand
Funk Railroad”, Christopher Cross, Jack Bruce, with Rundgren
and Parsons signing on for a 2nd tour and Steve Murphy on drums.
…In 2003 & 2004, Denny Laine of “Wings” and Joey Molland of
“Badfinger” were added to the existing lineup of Parsons,
Rundgren and Cross. Also added were, John Montagna and
Manny Focarazzo from The Alan Parsons Live Project.

Jack Bruce, Mark Farner, Godfrey Townsend, Christopher
Cross, and Steve Murphy (on drums), in action
during 2002’s “A Walk Down Abbey Road” tour.

“Clapton is God-frey”
“A Tribute to the Music of Eric Clapton”
Guitarist/Vocalist Godfrey Townsend and his band
perform a repertoire of music spanning over 3 decades of
the much loved guitar legend Eric Clapton’s career…
…From the ‘60s Classic Rock anthem, “Sunshine Of Your Love”
to 1996’s Grammy winning “Change The World” as well as all the
greatest hits along the way such as, “Layla”, “I Shot The Sheriff”,
“Lay Down Sally”, “Wonderful Tonight”, and “Tears In Heaven”.
Godfrey Townsend and his band, have astonished audiences
for 4 consecutive years performing a special birthday tribute to
Eric Clapton at BB King’s Blues Club in Times Square, NYC.
This year’s show, on March 26th, 2005, was a sold out house.

…”After hearing Godfrey playing on some Cream songs in a club one night, Eric Clapton’s guitar
technician, Lee Dickson commented to John Entwistle, “Hey John, come listen to this guy…he’s got
Clapton down better than Clapton!” Entwistle replied, “You twit!…that’s MY guitar player!”

BAND BIO/PICS
GODFREY TOWNSEND: Lead Guitar/Vocals
th
Godfrey Townsend was born in Manhattan on October 18 , 1956. He started playing piano at
the age of 9 and quickly took up the guitar after hearing The Beatles. He formed various
bands in grammar school and high school. Years of wood-shedding all the riffs off his Led
Zeppelin, Cream and Jimi Hendrix albums eventually developed his passion for blues-rock
guitar. After a stint in Las Vegas working with Mitch Ryder, Spencer Davis and Joey Molland
of Badfinger, he was recruited by John Entwistle of The Who, with whom he performed a half
dozen tours, a studio album and a live album. Godfrey went on to play with Alan Parsons,
Todd Rundgren, Ann Wilson of Heart, Jack Bruce, Mark Farner, Christopher Cross and Dave
Mason. His Eric Clapton tribute band has wowed audiences at BB King’s for the past 4 years
and he continues as a truly classic rock guitarist and vocalist.

STEVE MURPHY: Drums/Vocals
Steve Murphy was a member of Company of Wolves (Mercury Records) ’91 and
toured throughout the Northeast U.S. He has also worked with Sting, John
Entwistle, Steve Lukather, Mark Egan, Bob Mayo, Pat Thrall, Andy Timmons, Billy
Squier, Phil Ramone and Celine Dion. Steve has also performed in the OffBroadway shows “Hedwig and The Angry Inch” and “Love, Janis”. Past tours
include: Andy Timmons ’99 “The Spoken & The Unspoken” European tour,
including shows in Salamanca, Valencia & Madrid. Trans-Siberian Orchestra ’00 &
’01 U.S. tours and A Walk Down Abbey Road ’02 & ’03 tours with headliners
Christopher Cross, Mark Farner, Jack Bruce, Todd Rundgren, Alan Parsons,
Denny Laine and Joey Molland.

JOHN MONTAGNA: Bass Guitar/Vocals
John Montagna was born on April 18, 1972 in Astoria, New York. He attended New York’s
“Famed” High School of Music and Art, and the Berklee College of Music in Boston.
Establishing himself as one of the top bass guitarists in New York, John has worked with
Francis Dunnery, Amel Larrieux, A Girl Called Eddy, and many others.
In January of 2003, guitarist Godfrey Townsend introduced John into The Alan Parsons Live
Project. John endorses Spector bass guitars, Eden Electronics, and Elixir strings. He prefers
heavy gauge (1.0mm) plectrums, and Pellegrino sparkling water with a piece of lime and no
ice.

MANNY FOCARAZZO: Keyboards/Backing Vocals
Manny was born in 1967 in Brooklyn, New York. He is a descendent of a musical lineage that
has lasted generations. His grandfather was a professional piano player whose work
included silent films in the early 1900’s. He grew up listening to his mother at the piano
playing all the great songs from the early 1900’s to Post WW II Americana. At an early age,
Manny would sit at the piano and compose songs and melodies of his own. Playing piano as
a child came naturally although his formal training didn’t start until his teens. He graduated
Adelphi University with a music degree under the guidance of David Bradshaw which led to 3
performances of his own compositions at Carnegie Hall at the age of 16. His contribution as
keyboardist with the latest incarnation of The Alan Parsons Live Project is, to say the least,
extraordinary.

In September of 1995, Godfrey received a call
from long-time friend Mitch Weissman who
played Paul McCartney in the Original
Broadway Cast of “Beatlemania” at the
Winter Garden. He offered Godfrey a slot in
the house band for a show called “Juke Box
Giants” at The Flamingo Hilton Casino
Showroom in Laughlin, Nevada. Also in the
band were David Leon who played John
Lennon in “Beatlemania” and drummer Jay
Mitthauer from the 70’s band, “Chase”.
They performed 6 nights a week, 2 shows per
night, for 4 months. During this stint, Godfrey
had the opportunity of backing up such greats
as:
Spencer Davis, Mitch Ryder,
Joey Molland from Badfinger,
Sal Valentino of the Beau Brummels,
Pat Upton from Spiral Staircase,
Merrilee Rush (“Angel Of The Morning”),
Len Barry of The Dovells (“1-2-3” & “Bristol Stomp”),
Dennis Yost of The Classics IV (“Spooky”, “Stormy” & “Traces Of Love”)
…And even the late Tiny Tim.

In 1998, Godfrey worked as a live
stage consultant for several of the
shooting locations for the movie,
“Looking For An Echo”, starring
Armand Assante. This is where he
first heard the amazing vocal sound
of Kenny Vance & The Planotones.
Their fifties Doo Wop/A cappella
style voices were used in place of
the actors. Kenny Vance was a
founding member of the sixties
group, “Jay & The Americans”. The
following year, Godfrey had gotten a
call from their manager Ken Weiss,
who he had worked for in Laughlin,
asking if he’d like to fill-in
temporarily as their guitarist had
unexpectedly left the band. He
stayed with them for almost three years, learning a whole new repertoire
of songs and performing in “Oldies Shows” at Nassau Coliseum,
Meadowlands Arena, and Madison Square Garden. He also appeared in
the Visionfest award winning documentary about the band by Director
Josh Aronson, “Feelin’ No Pain”.
Kenny Vance
& The Planotones
(left to right)
Jerry Friedman
Eddie Hokenson
Kenny Vance
Gary Bonner
Murray Weinstock

This past summer, Godfrey Townsend helped produce
a series of outdoor concerts for Senator Jeff Klein in Westchester
and the Bronx. Besides organizing some of the talent as well as
providing sound & production, Godfrey and his band also
performed for several nights with their Eric Clapton tribute and
Classic Rock/British Invasion shows.
For bookings and info, please contact:
Godfrey Townsend
e-mail: godfreyt@aol.com
website: www.godfreytownsendmusic.com
A Promotional DVD & CD is in the works and is available upon request.

